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REMARKS ON DYSMENORRHCA. 


Remarks on Dysmenorrhea, being an Essay read to the Glasgow Medi> 
cal Society, 2d October, 1832. By James Wiison, Surgeon, Lee- 
lurer‘on Midwifery, &c. &c:. epi 


Tue buman uterus, whether we view it.as an object of natural history 
or as a subject of medical inquiry, is a singular organ. Its various func- 
tions may be said to have a twofold bearing. Most of its operations have 
a reference to the production of new beings, and not to the welfare or 
continuance of that body of which it forms a part. So prominent, io- 
deed, are its generative functions, that it may be questioned whether it 
has any that serve exclusively a personal purpose, or that minister solely 
to the well-being of its own individual body. 
. However the question of general or individual utility may be settled, 
itis not our object here further to inquire ; but this we are sure of, when 
any derangements take place-in these functions, particularly in menstrume = _ 
tion, those derangements always occasion, or are accompanied with, can- 
siderable constitutional disorder. | 
In what follows, it is proposed: shortly to consider painful menstrua-— 
tion, and this is done as much-for the sake of getting information how 
to remedy this frequent malady, as to offer anything 
certain or conclusive en the subject. 
he examination of the different theories of menstruation comes not © 
within the sphere of this essay. There are, however, two views ofthat — 
_ process which may be shorily stated, for the purpose of making some of 
the following observations more explicit and intelligible. : a 
The first is that of Dr. Cullen, which every one must admire for its 
clearness and simplicity, and which wilt be.best given in his own lan- 
guage :—‘ The flowing of the menses depends on the force of the ute- 
rine arteries impelling the blood into their extremities, and opening these 
80 as to pour out red blood.’ It may be observed that, according to 
this statement, the blood passes through the uterine vessels: in the or- — 
dinary way. of simple arterial transmission, and when it reaches their 
extremities at the ion, erence £8 the uterus, these open, or are forced 
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productive of any such results. We seen the operations of glands 
completely suspended, and we have alo witnessed thet action in ten 
degree increased accuston in 
aware that we have, in a single instance, witnessed a so completely 
» fo the transmitter of 
is one of no practical importunce ; but the e~ 
of tee vessels, will be found to ex- 
plaia many of the phenomena of menstruation, that of 


‘whole time of their menstrual life is imbitiered by ths 


monthly returns of this painful affection, nor is the pain in such limited 
to a few hours before the discharge makes its appearance, which is com- 
mon enough, but both before the disc makes its appearance, and 
during the whole time of its .continuance, their sufferings and 
ere not less than a protracted and severe case of parturition 

Pain is not the only distressing sym of dys : there is 
in many cases a considerable degree of fever, with such disordered state 
of stomach that all kinds of food are rej i 


homever, is the most prominent symptom, but the cause of it in these 


cases has not been satisfactorily ex 


_. How th is pain occasioned in menstruation ? In answer and ex- 


ae fem complints more frequent, and none productive of 
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with less or more facility, and the fluid thus escaping, or poured out, is 
The other view the process of menstruation to be a secre- 
} tion; consequently the uterus must be considered as a gland, and the 
menstrual fluid, its product, a secretion, and possessing qualities essen- ‘ 
-  @ifference of the menstrual fluid from blood. It is affirmed the 
menstrual ‘fluid never coagulates, hence it cannot be pure blood, but 
that if menstruation is profuse, clots and coagula are often seen, 
to those arising from ordinary blood allowed to remain at rest. Here 
_ then is an admission, that if menstruation is moderate in the ‘quantity 
discharged, the fluid is a secretion ; if, on the contrary, the quantity is 
: profuse, the fluid discharged is blood. If this is true, the conclusion is 
unavoidable, that the uterus‘ acts in ordinary circumstances as a gland, 
bat when there is any increase of that action the glandular operations 
to Dr. 8 . 
-* __I¢does not appear that different degrees of action in other glands are 
a 
its seat being the uterus, but wh that state of the uterus is, into which 
it is thrown t menstruation, is the point concerning which we should — 


* 


“Ast. There may be such a degree of structural derangement of the 


oterus, as either to unfit it altogether for menstruating, or to permit the 
in and diffe 


function to be performed, but not without ulty. 


“2dly. An inflamed or irritable state of the uterus, its nerves or its 


blood vessels, may give rise to painful menstruation. | | 
_ | Sdly. There may, in certain individuals, be painful menstruation, io 


consequence of either local.or general debility. In such, the circulation © 


is so weak that the extremities of the uterine arteries are not 
ed open, or a degree of unnatural constriction or spasm of these ex- 
tremities exists, which resists, and that painfully, the ordinary or enfee- 


bled impulse of the circulation. - 


Or, 4thly. There may be, as Dr. Mackintosh supposes, complete clo- 
sure of the os uteri preventing the escape of the menstruous Guid, or the © 


These four causes of dysmenorthcea we shall endeavor » and 
as explicitly as possible, to explain. 

How then does structural ment in the uterus cause the pain in 
question ? We are well aware that the uterus is very fi pcx 
of altered and deranged structure, and we are likewise aware that. when 


derangemen t exists i its regular and peculiar 
functions cathy properly, performed. “a this, it may be said, is 


very true ; but how comes it, if disease, or so much ex- 
ists in the uterus as to occasion painful menstruation, that it never 
be felt except when menstruation is going on? Pain is then, and only 
then, felt, just because the uterus is at that period in a state of activity. 
The regular monthly recurrence of the pain puzzles, becanse we forget 
at stated periods. only, whether these periods are long or short, so 
the: structural disorder continues, menstruation may, be pai 
passed without the slightest symptom of ute- 
isease. 
Painful menstruation arising from this cause, is, I presume, most fre- 
quently met with in those who are somewhat advanced in life. Child- 
bearing subjects the uterus to many accidents and much rudeness, which 


lay the foundation of structural derangements at some subsequent period. 


In such cases, however desirable it might be to ascertain the exact state 
of the uterus, this will in general be beyond our reach ; and even were 
such a diagnosis attainable, the present state of our knowledge and ex- 
perience furnishes almost nothing for the removal of such uterine disease. 

The second cause mentioned of painful menstruation was an inflamed 
or irritable state of the uterus, its nerves or its blood vessels. Dr. 
Blundell says dysmenorrheea is not an inflammatory affection. believe 


it is not'so in general ; yet there are many cases which bear strong marks | 
of an inflammatory r that the uterine or 


menstrual vessels are at times so excited as to furnish a product similar 

in many respects to the coat of inflamed blood. — SK ol 
It has been long known many females who menstruate with pain, 

have discharged a membrane from the uterus similar in shape and _struc- 


_ ture to the membrana decidua and that while the decidua is the effect of aA 
the excitement of conception, this menstruous membrane is the effect of + 
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‘an inflamed or similarly excited state of the uterine vessels. Dr. Den- 
"man was led; from the frequency with which he met this membrane, to 
ascribe difficult menstruation to it in general. -I have met with this mem- 
branous in ‘but in many other cases, al- 
though it has beep sought for wit greatest possible care, not a ves- 
tige of it could be found. Where such a membrane exists, it Is easy 
to perceive how menstruation should be difficult. There is a coating 
_ formed on the inner surface of the uterus, which will present a complete 
berrier to the easy effusion of the menstrual fluid, so that many painful 
efforts may be necessary by the obstructed vessels and the uterus gene- 
rally, before this membrane is expelled. 

ner cases when this membrane does not exist, and when, of 
course, there is.no such obstacle offered to the escape of the menstruous 
faid, menstruation will, I conceive, be found painful; from the mere 
circumstance of the uterine vessels discharging their contents in their 
inflamed state. It is very probable, that whenever there is inflammation, 
the blood vessels, as as nerves, participate in it; and as the blood 
vessels are endowed with sensibility, we cannot avoid the conclusion 
that the chief source of pain, in many cases of local inflammation, arises 
from the arteries being under the necessity of acting in this their un- 
natural and diseased state. 

. There ‘is reason to suppose that this species of the complaint, which is 
- connected with a membranous production, or an inflamed state of the 

“uterus, occurs only in plethoric constitutions, and when there is an obvi- 
ous tendency to or-local inflammation. Here bleeding, both lo- 
cal and general—warm hip-bath, with other antiphlogistic means, will be 
found most useful. In such cases much benefit might be expected from 
an alterative course of jury conjoined. with opium. Dr. Dewees 
speaks in very high terms of the volatile tincture of guaiacum, which be 
_ exhibits with the, view, I presume, of its acting in the same way here es 
it does in the case of rheumatism. He gives it in drachm doses three 
times a-day, in sweet milk or white wine. It is given in the intervals of 
menstruation ; the dose is gradually increased, and 


al attack. This is given by him either in the form of emulsion, or in 
powder, in 10 grains every hour while the pain continues. From the 
trials which I have made of these medicines, I am to say the re- 


sult does not confirm the very favorable opinion I had formed of them — 
from the recommendation given of them by Dr. Dewees. More, how- ~ 


ever, has been said in recommendation of guaiacum and camphor than 
aagiotes medicines, and my failure with them may have arisen from the 
exhibition of them in improper cases, or from that. want of tact which 
can be acquired only. by time and many trials | 


The third cause of painful menstruation was said to be general or lo- 


cal weakness. This cause may appear a mere assumption. It may be 
said, it is quite conceivable how 
pain, and also how an inflamed state of the uterus should give rise’ to 
pain in the act of menstruating ; but how a local or general ‘weakness, 
ora feeble cireulation, should occasion pain, is not so obvious. Itis 
true that pain is far more frequently an attendant on structural derange- 


n it must be persevered 
in for several months. He trusts chiefly to camphor during the menstru-___ 


. 
‘ 
| 
; 
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- Orare forced open by the vis a tergo—the result 


“ment, and likewise on an inflamed state, than it is on positive weakness. 


Yet every one must have observed pain in a part where neither 
ment of structure nor Wes ps the 

of the uterus may assist in explaining this. 7 | 
The structure of the human uterus is very peculiar, the blood vessels . 
being so constituted that their extremities cither open spontaneously 
of whie is an effu- 
sion either of pure blood, or, if you will, a secretion. What is the rea- 
son of such peculiarity it may be impossible to tell ; but since the vessels 
are so constituted as to open into the cavity of the uterus, and there at 


_ stated periods to discharge their contents, it appears a wise ision 
that the extremities of these vessels should be with ade - 


gree of contractile power as to close them, and prevent, as by-a sphine- 
ter, any effusion in the common and ordinary state of the circulation. 
But when thé menstrual action commences, which may be considered 
merely an increased action of the uterine arteries, a greater quantity of 
blood will necessarily be urged forward to their- extremities, and 

will either open at once to the first impulse (in which case menstruation 
will be easy), or the extremities will resist till a higher degree of action 
and greater accumulation of blood force them open; in which case, — 


Menstruation will be painful exactly in proportion to the resistance 


Now, suppose the constitution to be in a state of great debility, the 
menstrual action may be suspended completely, as we see fi 
happens in case of phthisis ; but in other states of the constitution, 
where the powers of life are not brought so low, the menstrual action 
commences and goes on with comparative vigor, but yet with a power - 
quite inadequate to overcome the resistance at the extremities of the 
vessels, and consequently menstruation will be painful, in proportion to 
the congestion and extraordinary efforts the uterine arteries make. It 


might be expected, and it will generally be found, that the same cause — 


which lessens the power of the arteries to propel, will in an equal de- 
lessen the contractile power of their extremities to resist ; but in 
many instances this does not follow, and we know that the uterine sur- 
face is very much and easily influenced by many circumstances, as cold, 
sions of the mind, &c. : and, moreover, that contractile power may 
too. predominant iu some cases, so as to destroy the just proportion 
which ought to exist betwixt the: resisting and propelling powers. In 
those women, it is hardly necessary to observe, menstruation is likely to 
be at all times both difficult and painful. 
I am convinced debility will be found far more frequently the cause of 
rrhoea than either an inflammatory 
state of the uterus ; at all events, debility painful menstruation are 
very generally found together, so that even in cases where there has been 
reasons to suppose structural derangement or an inflamed state to 
been the primary cause, debility has at length been superinduced’by 
the severe and continued suffering from painful menstruation. Dr. Gooch, 
who is perhaps the best writer upon this subject, says, ‘ There are some 
practitioners who regard this disease as of an 
‘nature; and in this view of it, their treatment is little better than em 


‘ 
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ists, they say, of chronic inflammation of the uterus, and knowing 
mercury in curing chronic inflammation of the liver, eyes 
organs, they Bae put the constitution under its influ- 
giving a grain of calomel with opium, or extract of hemlock, 
ig until the gums become a little tender ; others assuming also 


It consists, 


rises 


which is termed antipblogistic, consisting of bleed- 
from animal food and fermented liquors, together with 
purgatives, &c. &c. This treatment is.proper only in 
disease which is dependent on plethora, the instances 
most rare. Dr. Dewees commenced with the 
which he ‘said he relieved many, but cured none.’ 


tinct. gusiac. as being useful, but as bei 


i ; the treat- 
icial, and is suited to 
of complexion, nervous and languid 
of d much more manageable under these me- 
than under any with which I was formerly acquainted.’ 
of dysmenorrheea is partial or complete closure of 


5 


itted the probe, and where, as might be expected, 
inful. The cure of such cases is, 
course; puncture and dilation by different sized bougies. It is impor- 


ery 

ve I erideavored to show that painful menstruation arises from 

tis probable that much of the want of success in the 


ere we more successful in our treatment, there is 
females would apply to us with these com- 
they are found to do ; they learn from each 

them little good, and consequently bear their sufferings 


38 
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no confidence. Dr. Gooch says, ‘ in the treatment of this disease there 
are principally two indications ;—the first to alleviate the pain duri 
the menstrual period, and the second to employ between the intervals 
ch remedies as will prevent its recurrence. The first 
accomplished, but the second, if at all, with great 
the existence of an inflammatory -state of the uterus is 


/ 


is always inflammatory, prescribe indiscriminately that a 


ad 
ks of camphor as a - 
pg hurtful 
ner. DUr.-M*intosh of Edinburgh has lately given some impor- 
: the 
clo- 
very 
of t 
cure of this affection, depends on the indiscriminate and uniform way in 
we treat it. 
reason to sv 
plaints more frec 
other that we do 
in silence, when they have no hopes of cure. py 
pathological views on which to ground some practice, © 
then to | | | which e has. 
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noted. In this case the hip-bath must be used, abstinence from apimal 
food and fermented Jiquors must be directed, together with a vegetable 
diet, diluents, and purgative medicines, and blood must be abstracted 
if the inflammatory state is'such as to require it ; by these means the 
pain will be diminished, and the uterus will be disposed to a more healthy 


may be given on the first occurrence of the 
‘the use of the hip-bath may also be extremely beneficial.” I may just 
add, that stimulants, under all circumstances, are very frequently resorted 


thé attack, and very often with advantage in cases 
of debility. Opiate enemeta, too, during the attack, whatever the cause 


may be, will generally be found to mitigate the severity of the pain. 


tinues, ‘If the abdominal viscera are disordered, you must endeavor, by — 


a treatment upon general: principles, to restore them to a healthy state. 
If plethora be the cause, reduce the of he i 
fluid by a vegetable diet, saline laxatives, and by the a ion of . 

the metallic tonics, as by steel’and sulphuric acid combined with the 
phate of zinc, and by pure air and gentle exercise ;’ and, as already ob- 


served, by a free ering use of the tincture of guaiacum, as fe- 
prices A by Dr. Dewees.— Glasgow Medical Journal 
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Croton Oil as an External Irritant. 
By R. ei cas .D., sician to the General Hospital, 
ottingham, Eng. : 


but as yet little used in this country. The true power and suc 
application of this medicine, are not yet sufficiently substantiated 
quiring a numerous collection of facts to ascertain in which cases, and 
under what circumstances, it may be most advantageously applied. - I 
am anxious to contribute my quota towards arriving at a satisfactory cop 
clusion, .having for a _ oe been in the habitude of extensiv 
employing it ; and in publishing the following observations and cases, 
I hope to assist in determining the real utility of a medicine so active 
and energetic. The combined experience of many can alone substanti- 
ate the true powers of a remedy which is as yet almost untried as an ex- 
Six drops of. croton oil, when applied to a sound skin, and rubbed in 
for a period of from eight to twelve minutes, speedily produces a rubes- 


Te croton oil has been frequently recommended as an exteralivtant, 
’ re- 


e, or extent, depending upon the individual’s sus- 
pose this. gradually h moderate, 


ceptibility ; increases, until a general, t 


tion occurs, apparently affecting parts deeper seated than I have — 


from the use of any other external irritant. This is succeed- 
ed, ia « period varying from six to twelve hours, by numerous vesicles, 


~ 


‘ 
. 


some distinct, others confluent, differing in size and shape ;, at first con- 


taining a merely limpid serum, afterwards a distinct and consistent pus, — 
and terminating in slight scabs. The redness produced is not of a vivid, 


~ but.of a dull brick-dust hue. These circumstances, though regular in 


their course, vary much in .intensity, according to the parts upon which 
the oil is.applied ; thus, on the abdomen, I have never been able to ex- 


_ cite so active a’ rubescence as in other parts of the body. Over the 


muscular regions of the arms and less the effect is not so violent as 
where the bones are more ay ge situated. The most powerful 
effects are produced upon the face, .scalp, larynx, and chest, according — 
to the observations I have made, in the order now enumerated. When 

the croton oil is applied to the face and scalp, it is frequently succeeded 


by erysipelas, but I have never seef any destructive or suppurative pro- 


, wherever applied, nor erysipelas follow its use upon any 


Cess 
part of the neck, abdomen, or extremities. In general, its effects 
certain when applied to any part of the body, with the exception. of ovke 
the abdomi 


ninal muscles ; at least I have never seen it fail of producing -— 
‘the sequele described, when applied upon any other part of the body. 
‘At the hospital of La Pitié, in Paris, the external application of the 
croton oil is said to have been successfully employed in cases of inflam- 


‘mation of the larynx. No practitioner could place confidence in it 


alone in active laryngeal inflammation ; and my experience does not con- 


- firm the sossieuony in its favor when the inflammation is of a chronic na- 


ture ; but the effect of any remedy must vary most considerably when 
under circumstances so different as i or patients placed in_a 

crowded Parisian hospital, previously ill-nourished and debilitated, and 
those in a healthy and actively employed English country town. we | 


| have tried it perseveringly upon four cases of chronic laryngitis 


state of the bowels. —22d. 


following may be given as a fair specimen of the whole :— 

Case I.—Chronic Laryngitis. 

* Ann Cooling, ztat. 26, a strong healt woman, was admitted 
into the General Hospital, Nottingham, Or0 16.1689. For ten months 
gree of aphonia ; the ‘health good ; catamenia regular. She 


now in a whisper; has no power of elevating the voice beyond 
mpg 


pains on pressure upon the thyroid carti accom 
nied with a sensible crepitating when pressed 
moved from side to side. Ihave always seen this symptom present in 


‘ every case of chronic laryngitis, but am not aware of its being mentioned — 


medical writers. Before coming into the hospital, she had been | 
purged, blistered over the larynx, and had an irritation kept up by the - 
tartar-emetic plaster.—20th October. Ordered three drops off croton 
oil to be rubbed over the rik sa region, with medicine to regulate the 
ruption has been extensive, and 
its regular course ; voice improved. From ‘his period to the 
Sth of November the croton oil was applied four times ; on this latter 


day the voice is but slightly improved from what it was on the day of 
the ghily imp e day 


» and six leeches were ordered to be applied twice a week 
over the larynx. These were continued to the 1st of January, 1833, 


4 
4 
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when she was discharged from the hospital, her voice perfectly natural, 
and the crepitation upon pressure entirely femoved. — are d 
In this case it was satisfactory to observe a sensible increase of voice 
upon every application of. the croton oil, and its improvement during the 
continuance of the eruptions ;' but upon the cessation of irritation, the | 
voice became again as imperfect as at first, showing that the croton oil 
had the power of relieving, though not of curing, this patient. “The 
_ Miss Brown, Basford, etat. 20, of a good constitution, healthy and 
-looking, has suffered for the last three years from a most obstinate 
voce. of the supra-orbitary nerves. All medicines have been. tfied, 
but not i On the 2d of March, 1833, four. 
~ drops of croton oil were rubbed over the right supra-orbitary region. 
On the 3d, much swelling and had 
over the forehead, but not upon the scalp ; the vesicles here weré.ex- 
ceedingly numerous ; the swelling and inflammation soon subsided, on 
the application of the liq. . subacet. dil.—5th. The neuralgic 
in is relieved ;. two drops of croton oil to be applied to the left side. — 
| and swelling not so as The been on 
side ; eruption t its course. ‘neuralgic 
ins continued ime violent for a few days, but by the 20th became as 


~ 


this case the croton oil is observed to have been ineffectual in re- 
moving the neuralgia, though for a short period it much relieved it. 
Case III.—Paralysis of the Face. 
- Oct. 1. Mr. James, etat. 25, portrait painter, has had, for the lest 
five months, complete paralysis of the left side of the face, that side of 
the mouth drawn down, the eyelids always open, sensation perfect ; no 
- pain, no swelling, or tenderness, over or in the perees gland ; heal 
good ; bowels regular ; pulse natural ; has been , purged, and blis- 
tered, without relief. Ordered-to keep the bowels open, and rub 
ten minutes three drops of croton oil over the parotid region.—2d. 
Eruption extensive, tumefaction slight.—4th. Can partially close 
eye ; has some power over the other muscles of the face.—6th. The 
same as last report; repeat the applications.—S8th. Can completely 
close the eye ; mouth straight ; appears nearly well.—1 2th. Quite well ; 
can use the muscles of both sides of the face equally ; has continued 
well to the present period. | : 


This is a most satisfactory case, a ieldi ily to the 
Case 1V.—Loss of Power in thé Arm. 
John Williamson, et. 21, stockinger, Bulwell, Oct. 16, 1832. Got. - 


drunk three weeks and lay for many hours asleep upon the wet 
ground, with his arm, he supposes, doubled under him, since‘ which pe- 


as ever—-since: | | to present time | regu- 
larly two drachms of carbonate of iron three times a day ; and the dread- 
ful sufferings of this patient are now entirely relieved. She is continu- | 
| 


abscess of the Prostate Gland. 
he complete. loss of sensation and motion of the hand and 

wrist, without pains ; his health is good ; no headache ; bowels and 

. Ordered a purge, and to rub four drops of eroton oil 


it was most satisfactory to observe the improvement, va- 
wet pelted: the hand inst forma 
was ‘ its 
mobility, and by its continuance a perfect cure wes effected. 
The circomstances of these few cases will, I hope, induce other prac- 
titioners to confirm or refute their results—to success- 
ful cases were so fortuitously, or if, as I-believe to be the fact, the 
éroton oil is a remedy more certain in its effects than any other yet em- 
ployed, and tbat it produces a stimulating and irritating action upon perts 
more deeply seated than is effected ing, tartar emetic, or any 


CASES OF ABSCESS OF THE PROSTATE GLAND. 
Dr. Macrartane, of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, in bis Clinical 
Report, observes that when abscess occurs in the prostate, the investing 
and interlobolar cellular substance of the gland is usually the part affected, — 
Case 1.—Abscess of the Prostate discharged by the Urethra—Cure. 


W. H. et 36, admitted Dec. %h, 1831. Had frequent, difficult, 
and painful micturition, pain in the loins and dull uneasiness, with occa- 
throbbing in the perineum. He had some pyrexia. The intro- 
duction of a catheter occasioned severe pain at the neck of the bladder, 
where much irregularity was felt, and, on examination per anum, the 
prostate was found enormously en » but smooth and soft. The 


had commenced two months previously, and in three weeks . | 


abscess bad burst, and the matter unmixed with urine was disc 


| ten minutes t arm, over the course 
ulnar nerves. —1 8th. improvement. Cont. ol. crot.—25th. The 
to 
Nov. Pas vert improvement ; can just raise the hand to a line with 
_ wrist.—Sth. tee is desired to use only 
the remedy prescribed.—15th. Improving. Cont. ol. crot.—22d. So 
mech better, can move the fingers and hand, though not perfectly.—29th. 
‘Has almost use of the wrist-joint and fingers. : 
wer ; nite well 
yet external irritant. 
by the urethra. The treatment now consisted ‘of frequent leeches to the 7 
perineum, small doses of ol. ric. every second morning—the hip-bath 
and an occasional suppository at night. The symptoms gradually de- 
creased, the purulent discharge was arrested, and in three weeks the : 
This was a distinct case of phlegmonous inflammation of the prostate, 
which ended in suppuration, and could not be traced to any obvious : 
cause. When there is a free communication between the abscess and 
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e straining effort will, in many cases, be sufficient to 
is a considerable quantity of pus, unmixed. with urine ; 
discharge in quantities takes place only when the pa- 
bladder ; and then it may either precede or follow 
evacuation, or the matter may be so mixed with the urine as to 
it turbid immediately on its being discharged. he anita 
the enlargement of the i 
pelliog urine. sometimes amounts to complete re- 
tion of a catheter ; but this ought to be 

in the most urgent circumstances, as the pent i 


si 


at 


into the eavity of the bowel. This was | 
trocar, and a cure accomplistied. The pain during the expulsion of the 
feces was inost acute, and there was distressing tenesmus, from a sensar 
tion as if there was a hard body lodged in the rectum ; but the pains in, — 
or the impediment to, the evacuation of the bladder, was less urgent than 


‘Case Il.—.Abscess of the Prostate—Ultimate Cure. 


_ W. P. et. 20, was seized, after a horse had fallen on him, with acute 
pain about the neck of the bladder stretching to the glands, frequent and 
t w began to uantities Is, separate 1 
and mixed with the urine. more he admitted with 
these symptoms, accompanied with hardness and pain in the left epididy- § 
mis, as well as in the prostate. Under antiphlogistic treatment, hip- - | 
- baths, and anodyne enemata, be improved so much that he was dismissed | | 
in a fortnight nearly well. In four days after this, acute throbbing pain 
in the perineum with almost complete obstruction of urine came on, but 
were partially relieved by a sudden and copious discharge of pus from 
the urethra. On the next day he was re-admitted with painful and diffi- 
cult micturition, each attempt accompanied by tenesmus and a desire to — 
| to stool. The prostate, especially its right lobe, was larger than 
« Under leeches, baths, &c. the symptoms were mitigated, and 


he became feverish, with increase of the sym , and retention of 
urine. The bladder was distended above the pubes, and the swelling of 


When which may either be in the 
substance gland itself, or in the cellular texture which surrounds — 
it, and unites its together, it is but seldom we can succeed in de- 
tecting its existence by manual examination. I have only met with one 
case, in which, on introducing the finger into the rectum, distinct Auc- 

the discharge diminished. But 10 a fortnight alter this second admission | 
the prostate was augmented. It was necessary to use a catheter. Whe | 
excruciating pain, and could not at 
first be passed. On attempt ‘two ounces of pus suddenly es- 
-  emped, and the instrument then slipped into the bladder, and gave issue 
to two vints of urine. _ It was not necessary to use it again. After this 


Rpt por the gland becoming involved. This irrita 


- 


. with more’ benefit, and in’ a month 


* 


the symptoms were—a call to make water from every quarter of an hour — 


to every two hours, pain in expelling the last nh and purulent dis- 
i t 


charge. The iron was tried it 
mptoms. hes, baths, and liquor sse were t em 

* S When the irritation at the neck of the bladder is great, the testicle 


Becomes often affected. In the -last case, the inflammation seemed to — 
have extended along the cord, producing hardness and meses Pe the 


ility of 
prostatic of the urethra sometimes continues after the 


“For this, in addition to the usual local and soothing treatment; Thave 
“€xperienced great advantages from small-doses of the liquor potasse.’ 


* Dr: Macfarlane observes that in old persons, abscess of the prostate 
sometimes proves fatal, by giving rise to urinous extravasation. An 
iastence of this is given. T tient was an old soldier, who had 
had stricture. He was admitted with rigors and retention of urine. 
catheter was — but gave excessive pain, and was immediat 
hdrawn. Purulent discharge from the urethra followed ; in a few 
it was again necessary to use the catheter, which was left in the bladder © 
for some days, A copious discharge oi fetid matier, and typhoid symp- 
‘toms, rapidly carried the patient off. ©» dissection, the substance of 
the prostate formed a large suppurating through which the urine 
was extensively extravasated into the ‘cellular tissne of the pelvis and 


This c tes the series of cases of disease of the urinary organs. 


‘We have only to advert to those illustrative of some of the affections of 


the rectum and external parts of generation.—Med. Chir. Review, - 
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VACCINATION IN HOOPING COUGH. - 
Tus Medical Gazette contains a statement, by an English surgeon, of 


three cases of hooping cough, and the only three in which the author had 
. tried the efficacy of vaccination in that distressing and ‘often fatal disease. 


This subject has been often agitated, but never, we believe, satisfactorily 


‘settled. Let the profession now go on with it, until some useful result is 


attained, which may guide us in our future practice. Should this result be 


favorable, it may perhaps cause some delay of vaccination. But this 
‘ delay, if regulated by a judicious practitioner, will be no evil. The 


hooping cough is most frequently fatal with the youngest subjects, and it is 
with these we seek for a new mode of arresting the malady. Here, then, 
we may possibly find it and avail of it with safety, since there is seldom 


= 
3 
perinzum. 
| 
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any urgent necessity of vaccinating infants in lees than three months from 
their birth. For ourselves, we can offer no experience on this subject. 
The history of the three cases alluded to is briefly this. a 

‘The first was a child twelve months old, who had had the cough seve- 
ral weeks, and hooped three or four days. itn Sagtaed 
cured completely within the week. 

The next case was a child under two years of age. Had suffered with 
the cough two months. Was pod completely 

ey three. He ceased to hoop es the 
cow-pock vesicle attained its acmé ; very. 

"These cases, which are given in detail by.Mr. Chevalier, are certainly 
é en tap bead further inquiries 


SUCCESSFUL APPLICATION OF REMEDIES, 
Tus fertility of Nature's resources in meeting and providing for aceidewta 
which threaten to destroy life or to render it a burden, is continually die- 
played, and is constantly exciting our admiration. Of those accidents 
and injuries which in themselves seem fully adequate to produce destruc- 
tion, how few. actually prove fatal, and by what trifling casualties is the 
fatality averted ! Falls from the most giddy heights, which make one 
shudder ; wounds from deadly weapons, directed by the assassin on his 
victim, or by the suicide on himself ; poisons the most virulent and active, 
have their usual, and as it would seem necessary effects, turned aside for 
the benefit-of mankind. The fall is checked by some yielding body ; the 
wound happens to be received on some other than a mortal part ; .the 
poison is taken into the stomach when full of food, or is suddenly rejected, 
atid thus becomes innoxious. We had recently related to us the almost 
miraculous concurrence of events, by which a large family escaped the 
effect of arsenic ; a large quantity of which some wretch had introduced - 
into the box of a pump, from which the water was drawn for their use. 
But it is needless to enlarge on this topic, since itis only necessary for 
any one to glance an eye over the wonderful escapes and miraculous 
preservations reported in the public journals, in order to be thoroughly 
convinced of the general fact alludedto. It is our present purpose, howe- 
ver, more particularly to direct attention to another class of cases, ia. 
_ which dexterity or skill on the part of the practitioner, in stpplying means 
for the relief of disease, seem to be‘ peculiarly seconded by the efforts of 
 pature, or by some fortuitous coincidence. The remark applies in pas-_ 
ticular manner to operations performed in obscure cavities, such as the 
passages of the trachea, esophagus and urethra, for the cure of morbid 
states or fog the dislodgemeat of obstructions—where sa chance a pro- 


q 
‘ 


 Jthen conceived a very feeble 


its Suecensful Application of Remedies. — 
ceeding with success seems almost nothing to the probability of failare, 
ahd yet success is obtained, the operator hardly knows how. An instance, 


very humble indeed, of this kind of good fortune occurred to the author, | 


to whom a female patient applied, stating that she had swallowed a pin, 
Which appeared to have been caught in the throat on its passage dowa. 
_ Considerable tenderness on pressure was manifested by the part of the 


 thitéat’ corresponding to the cricoid cartilage, and it appeared probable. 


thet the foreign body was lodged at that part and lay across the wsophe- 
| gus. But how to dislodge it was the question. No time was to be lost. 


to be removed, and the patient 


Gate Of those operations requiring consummate skill, together with a spice 
- that good luck of which we speak. The removal of foreign bodies from 
thie cavity, is another instance. We recollect to have read of some 


- exploits in this way, by Brodie we think, which evinced great address. 


The instrument employed on this occasion was a curved forceps. But 
these things are but trifles when compared to the luck met with, or thé 
ek, if skill it was, displayed in the following cases, in which a pin wes 
éétued by the head with « catheter, and drawn out fromthe urethra in one 
_ fetance, and from the bladder in the other.. We would not wish our own 
Claim to the title of surgeon to be decided by the success of a similar me- 
- S@utre. But we will give the story in the words of the author, and our 
readers shall judge for themeelves. It in related by M. Vidpl do Cassie 
ia the Journal Universe! et Hebdomadaire at Paris. 


severe pains in the neighborhood 


ties a 


Lange gin tte the arethra, with the beod foreeet, I examined the parts 
tho urethra was very narrow, and the passage tinged with blood. Upos 


i with the forefi al the track of the e, the 


chute withis ts inch of anus ; there 
the child said he was pricked. 


Thad no instruments lyi near me, except a , 
and some silver sounds. The forceps troops 


{ was about to send the patient away to the Hétel Dieu, when the mo- 


ther besought me to do vam teneat — immediate relief of her child. 


poiat:of the fin in the eye of a ee. 4 canbe extracting it in this man- 
wer. introduced a email curved catheter, with ita con upwards ; 
end when its extremity reached the bulb, the child cried with pain ; 
Bree, uaieh I lied the tour de maitre ; but instead of pushing the in- 

ment forward into thé bladder, I drew it back briskly ; when, tomy 


estonishment, I found the engaged in the lower eye of the 


great 
scend.: Nothing, i honestly was farther from my expectations 


thre or though it was reasonable to make tal of 
"oat lating upon the circumstances which led 
observe, tht that at the Bureau we employ cerate 


was passed quickly down into the stomach, and came stained 


left us relieved.—The division of strictures in the urethra seemsto be : 


ibility of catching the © 


; 
4 
| 
| 
. 
- 4 


lubricating the sounds, and, in the 

of the instrument was rather hard. which 

tially to the success. | 
o the speculative I leave it to draw what inferences they from 

the preceding fact ; for my part, I must say that necessity would 


ign bodies into the urethra are by no means rare. Morgagni men- 


man who passed a large needle into the bladder, and assured her attend- 
that it had come there by swallowing. A girl of P in the 

, had a large » with an i head, put into her 
her female friends who lay wit SS 
had to be extracted by an incision through the vagina. 
It is to be observed, that most of the cases of this description on 


£In the month of June, 1692, an unmarried woman, of religious hab- 


its, came to me, and told me that a large-sized pin which she used for » 


ceding night,.I merely observed to her 
I did not wish to ad to the bodily grievance 
which she already suffered. She 


command. I touched and felt the pin very readily, but each time 
I was obliged to leave it behind when I withdrew the instrument. On 
sounding, wever, for the fourth time, I perceived that b o oe 
chance I had i | 


ient much pain, the point which projected from the instrument 
aon the in its exit. The sore, however, soon got well, and. 


_ leave it to be conceived how much mischief might be occasioned by such: 
an accident, consideri 


ical Determination to the Head.—The utility of both nitrate of 


silver and spirit of t tine in such cases, was suggested to me by the 
effects these medici parti 

.Jarly when it occars in persons of a nervous and delicate habit ; and’ 

since I have employed them in hysterical determination to the bead, F 


nes are found to produce in epilepsy, particu- 


° 


Pin extracted from the Urethra. - 
tempt me to 80 | 
pod chief merit in the Fy om es of the introduction of - 

x tions several cases in w wanton | i pieces of bone combs 
into the In the cts there 
motte, a to the case given above will be perceived, 

_It is extracted from his-Complete Treatise on Surgery, vol. ii. p. 376. 
: accident, according to her own story, happened in the course of the 
Though I had no hope of speedily rendering her any assistance, [ 

the sound three several times, with all the care and _ I 
ately introduced the middle finger of my tight hand into the vagina, and 
with this I - the ij whilst with the left hand I drew it out | 
the woman not to keep her an hour. t s may 
my alarm about extracting a pin from the bladder, since at the worstan: - 
operation would easily remove it, if nature ‘herself had not provided e 
remedy. But such an operation, it should be recollected, would require 
the introduction of a forceps between two gorgerets or conductors ; and’ 
after the ht be seized the case I will 


"Th best vehicle is cald water... oie. 
from: two or three ddses of this, in day, ex- 
acing, | its use 8 diminution of headache and removal of hein 
her with a moderate action. of the bowels and kidneys. In 
ghe treatment of epilepsy by 
sin consequence of the violent, 

t degrees of these affections 


occurs also occasionally. j 


prevent it. _When_ the peroxy 


dones of half grain four times, times 
are ‘constipated, there is no better combination than 


aaa, Dr. James. Johnson, 
ich fod uable 


: a ice-cold water to the head, is recommended by Richter in his 


» aa. very successful both in the convulsions and coma of 

; us. is, practice is also pursued by D. Heim of Berlin, and re- 

peated. 20 long as the fits of insensibility continue. The neck 

ought sd be covered with oiled silk, and the body k rr 
ves, Dublin, recommends a similar practice.— Dub Deb. 


End of the Radius mistaken for of the 
pan rand states that the injury which so frequently happens 
falliog on the palm. of the hand, and which’ ia characterized by the 
inence of the extremity of the ulna, and by the diameter of the rig 
int being diminished transversely and increased antero-posterior 
not a dislocation either of the ar nor of the radio-tarsal ihe 
tion, hat is, in truth, a fracture ¢ ‘the end ‘of radius. has 
directéd the attention of surgédgip to this point. M. Goyrand recommends 
to be lied to’ an inch from 
ot.— azelte 


~The interesting Gases of W. on poisoning by @tramoniuin, w 
our next. We hope also to be able, in a week or two, to present another original paper on i ? 
interest to Dr. Tully and Dr. Allen dhe 1 soon be to com 
le papers.—‘ W.’ is informed by the eee, copies of the 
munications will be furnished to his order. 


her of deaths in Boston for the week end 19. 
of iyphows fe ‘eter, infantum, in 1—scarlet fever, l—un- 
known, |! of diseases, | —consumption, 3—cholera morbus, 1l— 
canker, croup, 1—inflammation on the heart, 1. 
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